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Challenging themes  
 
These books provide 
ΨǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 
introducing and 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ΨǘǊƛŎƪȅΩ 
subjects such as 
bereavement, divorce, 
immigration, democracy 
and politics, broadening 
and challenging the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the world they live in. 

Narratively complex  
 
Stories that challenge the 
children beyond the 
theme and require careful 
guidance from a teacher, 
preparing them for 
reading these stories 
independently. e.g. non-
linear time sequence, 
archaic language, 
unreliable narrator. 

School values 
 
Stories that exemplify 
ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ 

 

Diversity and Inclusion  
 
Books with minority ethnic 
main characters, books 
that celebrate difference 
and books with 
representations of cultural 
diversity, different types of 
families, hearing loss, 
physical disabilities, 
medical conditions and 
neurodiversity. 

Literary heritage  
 
Classic texts that have 
inspired more 
contemporary fiction. 

Other 
 
Strong links to our local 
area. 
Themes that support a 
school topic. 
Reading-into-writing 
opportunities. 
wƛǇǇƛƴΩ ƎƻƻŘ ȅŀǊƴΗ 
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Super Duper You  Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ This book celebrates differences and what makes you unique. It 
encourages children to celebrate their uniqueness and to stop 
worrying about fitting in with the crowd. 

The Everywhere Bear ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ The Everywhere Bear goes on an adventure. We use this to explore 
our surroundings. This book encourages adventure and community.  

The Colour Monster ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ This book is a gentle exploration of feelings. We use this book to 
link to our school Zones of Regulation.  

The Christmas Story ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ As a church school we feel this book teaches the children the true 
meaning of Christmas. This books also teaches valuable attributes 
such as kindness, forgiveness and understanding.  

The Jolly Postman ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ Ἠ Ἠ This rhyming, interactive story introduces the children to a range of 
classic fairy tales in different formats such as letters, postcards and 
advertisements.  

IŀƴŘŀΩǎ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ἦ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ This pantomime style story is told from a different viewpoint 
as the reader knows that is happening but the character 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΦ Lǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
world outside of their country.  

²ŜΩǊŜ DƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ .ŜŀǊ Iǳƴǘ  ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
also supports language development. This story introduces 
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the children to a familiar, repetitive style of writing that is 
ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜȄǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ a 
[ƛƻƴ IǳƴǘΩΦ  

Not now, Noor ἦ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ A celebration of muslim women; this story gently explains the 
religious reasons behind wearing a hijab. The main character 
is relatable and resilient; she is inquisitive and is not afraid to 
ask questions. There is a very powerful message that runs 
through the story that celebrates family and community.  

hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ This book introduces the days of the week, encourages 
healthy eating and for children to try new foods. It explores a 
how food grows in different ways.  

{ƳŜŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ {Ƴƻƻǎ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ This books shares the message that you are able to makes 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
explores a forbidden love based on family views, similar to the 
classic text, Romeo & Juliet.  

Sam plants a Sunflower ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ This book inspires children to get outside and explore their 
environment. It shares factual information about growing 
plants. This story also teaches the children about seasonal 
change.  

Supertato ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ In a fun and exciting way, this story encourages eating a range 
of vegetables. It introduces the children to heroic and 
villainous characters in a non-threatening way. 
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What the Ladybird Heard ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ This rhyming story has a maths link to the use of directional 
language. It encourages children to make the right choices 
and work together as a team. It introduces the concept that 
we must listen carefully to everyone around us and that, no 
matter what size, anyone can make a difference.  

Farmer Duck ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ This stories repetitive language structure encourages children 
to join in and fully immersed in the story. The children are 
able to join in and become storytellers due to the repetitive 
language choices. It values the power of friendship and 
working together. This story encourages children to take a 
stand if they know something is wrong.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ἠ ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ This story carries a strong messages of peace and tolerance. 
Children understand the importance of sharing, being 
inclusive and valuing their planet and everyone/everything in 
it. 

Only one you ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ This book teaches children to be authentic and to be 
themselves. It allows the reader to figure out their strengths 
and thrive. This book will help to aid transition to Year 1.  

I really want to win ἦ ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ This rhyming book teaches determination, resilience and that 
taking part in competitions is what counts rather than 
winning. It also touches on the difficulty of losing and the 
emotions this may evoke.  
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